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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

 
One of the things I enjoy about the Dieciocho holiday is seeing the flags flying everywhere.  For photographers like Kathi and me, all the flags add to the already picturesque Chilean landscape.  We bought a small Chilean Flag this year to go with our US flag.  

One of my favorite flags remains the flag for my home state of Kentucky.  Many of you may associate Kentucky with fried chicken, horse-racing, or various forms of alcohol (Bourbon, mint juleps, moonshine); rest assured the Kentucky State Flag does not have a chicken riding a horse drinking a mint julep.  The symbol on the navy blue field is the state seal with the words “Commonwealth of Kentucky.”  The seal is a picture of two people, a pioneer and a statesman (who represent the people of Kentucky at the time Kentucky became a state in 1792).  On the flag they are shaking hands and grasping one another and acting out the meaning of Kentucky’s motto also printed on the seal:  “United We Stand; Divided We Fall.”  

These words echo many Biblical themes.  Jesus himself is quoted as saying, “a house divided against itself cannot stand.” (Mark 3:25 )In John’s gospel, Jesus prays to God that all the believers would be one. (John 17:21-22)  And most of us remember the Apostle Paul’s ongoing analogy that we, the church, are to be the body of Christ, united and working together.  United we stand; divided we fall.  United we are stronger in our faith, more effective in our witness, and more resilient when things go badly.

I am reminded of this message of unity as we approach three significant events in the life of the church.  On the first Sunday in October we celebrate World Communion Sunday.  During this service we will pray for churches around the world.  We will celebrate the fact that we are united with Christians from across the globe regardless of country and background. 

Secondly, we have our All-church Retreat coming up.  I hope everyone is clear that this retreat is for everyone-- families, singles, young, and old.  The theme of the retreat is dealing with change.  In a church like ours, with many people coming and going, change is a part of our church life together.  Of course, change is part of all of our lives all the time; the change that comes from moving, to the changes of financial and physical status, to changes in relationships.  In recent days some world changes have been especially anxiety inducing—think of the changes and campaigns going on in the national leadership in many countries as well as recent banking crisis. One of the things we know is that we are better able to face the changes and anxieties of life when we are connected to a community, especially a community of faith.  Yes, united we stand; divided we fall.

Finally, we are approaching our annual stewardship campaign.  Stewardship involves your intentional, prayerful reflection on how you will be part of this community of faith.  What will you give financially?  How will you participate in the life of the church?  What leadership and time might you contribute?  Each of these stewardship questions are about deciding how you will support our united mission, a mission to be the body of Christ and to spread the Good News together.  Each one of us is important.  Each one has something to contribute.  

We are called to be the united body of Christ.  We are called to worship, to service, to support and to proclaim God’s message of love together.  This task is not an easy one.  Our mission and message will not always flow smoothly. Yet we know that united we stand; divided we fall and Christ’s message is deluded.            David Bubb

SPRING IS HERE!

And with it comes LOTS of activities here at Santiago Community Church. Get out your calendar and mark down these activities – you don’t want to miss a thing! 

World Communion Sunday

Sun. October 5 10:30am

We will celebrate our connection with churches around the world during worship.

“Serious Answers to Hard Questions” Tuesdays at 7:30pm, Wednesdays at 12:45 pm (lunch $2.000) and Sundays at 9:15 am

This six-week video-based study begins on Tuesday, September 30 and is led by David Bubb. Topics will include "The God of the Old Testament,"  "The Gnostic Gospels," and "The Sins of the Church." 

Habitat for Humanity Work Day
Sat. October 11 - 8:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Join us as we head to Casablanca for a day of building homes with low- income families. No prior building experience necessary!

Inquirer’s Class

Sun. October 12   Noon – 1:15pm

Are you interested in finding out more about Santiago Community Church – what we believe, what we do? Contact David Bubb to sign up for the class. Childcare available upon request. 

All-Church Retreat

Oct. 17 – 19 (see article)

Sunday School BarBQue

Sun. November 9  - 12:15 - ???.

All children, parents, teachers and helpers are invited to this cook-out in the church house garden! Bring meat to grill and a dish (salad, appetizer, dessert or drink) to share.

Remembrance Day Service
Sun. November 9  - 10:30 am

The British Legion leads this service of      worship and remembrance, with Revd. John Cobb preaching.

Ladies Guild Christmas Bazaar

Sat. November 22 10:00 a.m. - Noon

This is the biggest sale of the year, with used books, woolies and other handcraft items, marmalade, chutney and other delicious goodies, a white elephant sale, special treats for the children – you’ll want to bring the whole family! Come with your Christmas shopping list. If you have books to donate to the sale, it would be much appreciated!

Stewardship Dedication Sunday
Sun. November 23 – 10:30 a.m. Worship

Please bring your pledge forms of time, talents and treasure for the year 2009 to worship.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thu. November 27 7:30 p.m.

Join those from the USA who will gather for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner – turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy – even pumpkin pie! The cost is $3.000 for adults and $1.000 for children, plus a contribution of one item (side dish or appetizer). All are welcome, but there is limited seating, so get your space reserved soon! Contact the office if you can help plan the dinner.

Advent Workshop
Sun. November 27 4:00 – 6:00 pm

Gather with your church family to start off the Advent season by making crafts for church and home. We’ll have a brief service at 5:30 p.m. Bring a snack to share. All ages are welcome!

___________________________________

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT

Fri. Oct. 17 – Sun. Oct. 19
“To Everything There is a Season: Living with Change”

We all face change in our lives – some we choose, some we do not. Sometimes change is welcome, while other times changed is dreaded or feared. How do we deal with change? Where is God in change?  How do we help others deal with change? And are we open to being changed by God?

The weekend will include worship, study, fellowship and recreation. Here are some details and highlights:

· The retreat begins with Friday night dinner and continues through Sunday lunch at the Centro de Espiritualidad Marista in Santiago.
· We will have time for study, creativity and conversation in small groups 

· All ages welcome – special programs for children will be offered, as well as a nursery for the ”wee ones”, but there will also be family time.
· Costs for the whole retreat are $33.000 for adults, $16.000 for 3-6 year olds, and free for two and under. The cost is less for Saturday & Sunday or Saturday only. Scholarships are available, as well as family discounts. Sign up by paying half by Monday, October 6. Pick up a flyer at the back for more information. 

FINANCIAL MARKETS

As some of you are aware we have an Endowment fund that is invested through Wachovia Securities. Wachovia Securities is a company independent from Wachovia Bank that was recently sold to Citigroup because of their over exposure to the sub-prime crisis. By law, our investments are separated from the assets of the broker, such that should the broker experience losses our holdings are not affected.

Also Wachovia Securities is a member of the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC). SIPC helps protect clients against the risk of any member brokerage firm becoming insolvent. SIPC protects each client’s securities and cash held in a client’s brokerage account at an insolvent firm by replacing missing securities and cash of up to $500,000 per client, including $100,000 for claims for cash. 

The finance committee of SCC is monitoring the ongoing crisis in the capital markets and has diversified our investments both in terms of currencies and type of holdings.
CHILDREN and YOUTH MINISTRY

Our Sunday School classes are continuing their Old Testament focus and will finally return from Exile on October 12! In November children kindergarten and older will begin work on the Christmas Program, “Special Delivery”, which will be presented on Sunday, December 14. Helpers are needed each Sunday – you can volunteer for one or more Sundays. Younger children will continue with their classes and will sing several songs on the 14th, but will not be in the program.

We welcome Joel Araujo and Ophelia Fox as new youth leaders with Cross Connexions (for our 6th-9th graders). They join Katie Fox (no relation!), as well as Douglas Gilmour and Rachel Gilmour, who will be moving back to England before the end of the year. Carey Sonnenberg, Shana Harrison and Kathi Bubb work with the TP Club (for grades 3-5) TP Club and Cross Connexions will meet again on October 26; Cross Connexions will meet on October 10 and again on November 7.

SCRIPTURE VERSE

OF THE MONTH
October – Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18

November –Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is true worship. Romans 12:1 -
 December - For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  Ephesians 2:10
Be sure to post the verse where you see it daily. Say it together with family members at prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of the verse in the Bible, as well.

___________________________

OUTREACH
A Spaghetti Lunch to benefit the Centro de Acogida La Esperanza will be held on Saturday, November 15th from 1:30 until ??? at Santiago College, just down the street from the church. In addition to spaghetti with three delicious sauces, juice, salad and dessert, we guarantee an afternoon filled with lots of surprises and tons of fun, all in a very relaxed family atmosphere!  Come and see who of "our own" will be in the spotlight!  Cost is $5.000 per person. Contact Shana Harrison for more information at 494 0341.

La Esperanza is supported both financially and through hands-on support by SCC.

We will also have a workday for Habitat for Humanity on Saturday, October 11 . We will leave for Casa Blanca at 8:00 a.m. and return around 6:30 p.m. Cost will be $2.000 as a contribution towards gas and tolls. Contact the church office to sign up.

LONG RANGE PLANNING

The Long Range Planning Committee continues to work on issues for the church, including more Sunday School space for our growing classes and more programs for our congregation based on results of the recent survey..

CARING FOR CREATION

DID YOU KNOW that Lider now sells cloth shopping bags that can be reused? No more non-environmentally friendly plastic bags! Jumbo’s bags are biodegradable now (which is better than before), but bringing your own bags that can be reused is even better. They only cost $499 pesos – a real bargain!! ____________________________

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Weddings: 

15.08.08 Sebastian Fernández and Marijen López

30.08.08 Pablo Hofman y Lorena Dumay

12.09.08
Andrew Daer and Adriana Bone

Funerals: 

06.07.08 Elizabeth Anne Rutherfurd Hawken de Ollett

10.07.08 Lilly Rose Wedlock Richardson de Campbell

17.07.08 Gladys Helen Duff Barnes

14.08.08 Malcolm Pérez Russell

12.09.08 Robert Cowan Currie

20.09.08
Irma Nagel Behnke

Farewells:
Jim, Kim, Jordan, Margo and Connor Lane




Back to Alaska, USA

Henry, Ghesy, Grace and Starry Samosir




To Nigeria

Betsy Cowan 

Back to Boston, USA Lucy Taylor

Back to England 

David and Claudia Brown




Back to USA

Peter, Veronica, Jonathon and Josephine


Walbaum
To England

Prayer Concerns:

Ruth Struthers 

Pamela Taverne 

Betty Scott 

Bertie and Joyce Miranda 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

We are putting together another Advent Devotional for this year, and are seeking writers and artists to reflect on specific scripture passages for the season of Advent (4 weeks leading up to Christmas). If interested contact Shana Harrison at sdhchile200@yahho.com or 453-8362. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Financial situation as of September 2008: 

Total income for 2008 to date: 

(incl. offertories, pledges, donations, contributions for use of premises.....): 

$ 51.844.433 

Total operating disbursements in 2008 to date : $57.385.273
Negative balance 

$5.540.840
As of September 30, 2008 
Santiago Community Church is an independent, self-supporting congregation. We depend solely on contributions of members and friends.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

On Sunday November 2 we will distribute our stewardship pledge forms.  We will have a special time of Stewardship commitment in the service on the 23rd of November.  If you will be at the service on the 23rd of November, we ask you to bring your pledge then.  We will have a special dedication prayer during the worship service.  Otherwise please return your pledge at church or the church office at your convenience; preferably sometime in November before the holidays arrive.

Your stewardship pledge is a way

for you to intentionally and prayerfully consider what you will contribute this year to the ministries at Santiago Community Church.  This pledge is not a binding contract.  There may be changes in your financial situation and your life circumstances that will prevent you from fulfilling your pledge.  You may also choose to serve and give in ways that go beyond your pledge.  Please prayerfully consider your commitment for 2009.  We need you.

___________________________________ 
CHURCH INFORMATION

Office hours:
9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F) 

Office staff:
Audrey Wilsdon   

Phone/fax: 
232-1113

Pastor: - David Bubb – 233-7557


dkbubb@santiagochurch.org 

E-mail:
office@santiagochurch.org
Web site:www.santiagochurch.org
